
Granby and Sutton Garden and Allotment Club 
 

Notes of Annual Meeting 6 October 2020 
 

1. Opening Remarks. 
Stan welcomed everyone to the 12th Annual Meeting of the Club. It was agreed 
that despite the disruption caused by the COVID 19 pandemic it was good that 
we had been able to keep the club functioning in 2019/20. The Winter 
Programme had been completed and we had managed to have some sort of 
gathering each month through the summer with one garden visit in August. 
Membership had remained steady and the club has a sound financial position.  
He thanked everyone who had contributed to the operation of the club 
particularly:  
Carole who has for some years organised the Winter Lecture Programme 
Shirley for looking after the money 
Brenda and Isabel for providing refreshments for the Lectures 
John Rainbow for producing the publicity flyers for the Home Produce Show, 
organising the photograph galley of produce show entries and contributing to a 
virtual garden visit. 
Thanks also to Brenda and Phil, John and Isabel, Sian and Jim Bettles for 
virtual garden visit contributions.  
 
2. Income and Expenditure for past year  
Shirley presented an income and expenditure statement for the year to        
30 September 2020. This showed that the funds in hand at the year-end were 
£256.35.  
The credit balance was higher than the previous year aided by income from the 
lecture at Radcliffe on Trent and no costs for refreshments at the Xmas 
Party. 
It is anticipated that we shall incur expenditure for virtual lectures over the 
coming winter but without traveling costs the expenses should be lower. 
It was agreed that the annual subscription should remain at £12 since the aim 
is to just cover our costs.   
Since we will not be meeting in person collection of cash for Subscriptions 
would be difficult.  It was agreed that members would place their 
Subscriptions (in cash) in an envelope with their name on it and drop it in Stan 
and Shirley’s letter box when passing. 
The letter box is in the side of the garage on the right of the driveway. 
Stan will then send out an Email confirmation that the Subscription had been 
received. 
Action 
Members to deliver membership renewal subscription to Shirley and Stan’s 
Letterbox.  
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3. Home Produce Show 
Since the 2020 Home Produce show had been cancelled, it was agreed that the 
arrangements for 2020 would be carried forward to 2021. 
The proposed date of the 2021 show is Sunday 5th September. 
                 
4. Programme for Winter 2020-21    
Carole had held back booking speakers for the winter due to the uncertainties  
related to the current COVID situation.  
It was agreed that it was likely that meetings would need to be virtual this 
year, so speakers who can do lectures via Zoom would be required. 
 
Carole had booked Jeff Bates to do a virtual talk on Tuesday 3rd November 
entitled Clematis and Other Climbers.  
 
Stan said that Carole was planning to stand down from organising the Winter 
Programme due to increasing work commitments. Carole was thanked for the 
effort she had put in over several years in providing us with a varied and 
interesting lecture programme.  
 
Stan invited members to volunteer to carry out this role and after a little 
encouragement Derek Stone agreed to take on the task. This was well received 
and unanimously agreed. 
 
Carole said she would pass on her records and list of speakers to Derek. 
Action 
 Carole to pass information to Derek 
 Stan to send some speakers’ information info to Derek 
 Carole to send Jeff Bates details to Stan 
 
Discussion then took place regarding meetings for this winter in light of the 
restrictions. 
Virtual lectures could be given from anywhere so we would not be limited to 
having speakers from within a limited travelling distance. Even international 
speakers were a possibility. 
The normal schedule was for the Xmas Party to be held in December and for 
there to be no meeting in January, due to potential traveling problems. 
 
After discussion it was decided to hold a virtual Xmas Party on December 1st. 
John and Isabel offered to produce a Quiz which we could carry out on Zoom 
and members would come along with a glass of their favourite tipple and 
nibbles etc. Any other ideas for a bit of virtual fun to Stan please. 
Action 
 John and Isabel to create a quiz. 
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There is no reason why a meeting should not take place in January this winter 
so Derek would look to schedule a speaker. Failing that some sort of 
presentation from members of their gardens, or gardens they have visited, 
could be arranged. Stan had some offers of help. 
We would also hope to have virtual lectures in February, March, and April if 
speakers who use Zoom can be found. If that is not possible we will look to 
continue home grown events. 
Action   
   Derek to advise Stan of any arrangements made.  
  
5. Visits Programme 2021 
Stan said that he generally started to plan Garden visits in the New Year.  
Since we had only managed to make one of the scheduled visits this year he 
would aim to re-arrange the visits we were not able to make.  
 
Suggestions for visits included: 
Park Farm, Southwell in the Summer 
221 Markfield Road, Groby, Leicester 
Cupplersfield, Stoughton Rd, Gaulby 
The Moat, Newton, late summer 
The Cornerhouse, Little Humby 
Pure Land Japanese garden, North Clifton 
 
6. Open Gardens 2021 
 
Stan said that it had been agreed last year that we would hold a Granby and 
Sutton Open Gardens event in 2021.  
It was felt that we should start preparations on the basis that it would be able 
to go ahead. A final decision could be made in the spring. 
It was agreed that we should set a date now and that village residents could be 
approached to take part early in the new year. 
Erika had agreed to organise the event and Stan agreed to contact her to 
check that she was willing to do so. 
Members from outside of the village confirmed that they would organise the 
catering. This was gratefully received. 
 
After discussion it was agreed that the open gardens event would take place 
on Sunday 13th June 2021. 
 
Action 
  Stan to check that Erika is still ok to organise the event 
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7.Village Plant Swap 
The plant swap in the Bus Shelter that had been established during the 
lockdown had been well received and felt to be a useful facility. 
 
Whilst there was not much use being made of it at present it was felt that 
autumn is a time when people are splitting up plants at the end of the growing 
season and creating surpluses. 
It was agreed that the plant swop would be removed at the end of October 
and re-established in the spring. 
 
Better signage about labelling plants is required and Elaine offered to create 
some notices for next spring.  

 
There was discussion about sharing seeds, which is great idea, but past 
experience proved that it had some logistical problems. 
Shirley encouraged people to save and share their own seed and to that end 
she said she would place in the plant swap a quantity of small paper envelopes 
which are ideal for storing saved seed. Members could then put any spare 
seeds in envelopes for others to take. 
 
John Rainbow agreed to set up a listing of surplus seed that members have 
available and load it on the website. 
Action 
 Elaine to create notices for the plant swap. 
 Shirley to place seed envelopes in the plant swop. 
 John to create a surplus seed listing. 
 Members to advise John of spare seeds they have. 
 8. A.O.B 

 
Brenda said that the local Gardens Clubs Group had organised a lecture at The 
Grange Hall, Radcliffe on Trent for March 2021 with Nick Bailey of Gardeners 
World etc. as the speaker. 
The Group had decided that since there was no clarity that the event would be 
able to go ahead it had been decided to postpose it until March 2022. 
Nick Bailey had been re-booked and other re-arrangements were in hand 
Action  

 Brenda to keep us informed 
Membership Subscriptions 
Shirley said that annual subscriptions are now due and she would be pleased to 
receive members’ renewals. Subs will be £12 per person. 
       Stan Taylor 
       08/10/2020   


